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A Note to Parents 


DK READERS is a compelling program for beginning 
readers, designed in conjunction with leading literacy 
experts, including Dr. Linda Gambrell, Distinguished 
Professor of Education at Clemson University. 

Dr. Gambrell has served as President of the National 
Reading Conference, the College Reading Association, 
and the International Reading Association. 


Beautiful illustrations and superb full-color photographs 
combine with engaging, easy-to-read stories to offer a fresh 
approach to each subject in the series. Each DK READER 
is guaranteed to capture a child’s interest while developing 
his or her reading skills, general knowledge, and love 
of reading. 


The five levels of DK READERS are aimed at different 
reading abilities, enabling you to choose the books that 
are exactly right for your child: 


Pre-level 1: Learning to read 
Level 1: Beginning to read 
Level 2: Beginning to read alone 
Level 3: Reading alone 

Level 4: Proficient readers 


The “normal” age at which a child begins to read can be 
anywhere from three to eight years old. Adult participation 
through the lower levels is very helpful for providing 
encouragement, discussing storylines, and sounding out 
unfamiliar words. 
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No matter which level you 
select, you can be sure that you 
are helping your child learn to 
read, then read to learn! 
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Rockets and 
Spaceships 


Written by Karen Wallace 


DK Publishing 


D4 eee 
Blast Off! 


Rumble... rumble... 
ROOAAARRRR! 
A rocket takes off 

into the sky. 

It zooms up and 


away from Earth. 


rocket 


The rocket flies very far, 
VERY FAST. 
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Rockets help us to 
explore space. 


Astronauts are scientists 


who travel in space. 


They travel in a spaceship 


at the top of a rocket. 


The rocket takes 
the spaceship up to space. 
Then the rocket falls away. 
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Astronauts can see 

the Moon and stars in space. 
They can see planets, too. 
Our planet is called Earth. 


This is how astronauts see Earth 


from space. 


Some astronauts have traveled 


to the Moon. 


They explored the Moon 


and did experiments. 


They picked up 
dust and rocks 


for scientists to study 


back on Earth. 
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Sometimes, astronauts 


“walk” in space. 


Walking in space is not 


like walking on Earth. 


Astronauts must use a special rope 
which keeps them 
attached to their spaceship. 


Otherwise, they would float away! 
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This is a space shuttle. 

It is part rocket, part plane. 
Astronauts have used it 

for many trips to space. 

The plane part of the space shuttle 
can be used again and again. 

It takes off like a rocket, 

then it glides back to Earth 


and lands like an airplane. 


The space shuttle uses 


rocket engines to blast off. 
When the rocket engines fall away, 


the shuttle plane flies into space. 
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A space shuttle does 


many different jobs. 


It can carry satellites 


satellite 


as well as astronauts. 
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Different kinds of satellites 
do different jobs from space. 
Special computers _ | 
help the satellites keep © 


their correct position | 


above the Earth. 


The satellites send 
and receive signals 


which help us every day. 


Some satellites send signals from 


one part of the world to another. 


We use these 
signals when we 
watch television 
or talk on 


the telephone. 


Other satellites 


take pictures . 


of the weather from a“ | 
high above Earth. _ 


This picture shows 


a storm coming! 


The Hubble 


Space Telescope 


is a very 


special satellite. 


It is a telescope 
and a camera, 


which can see 


stars and planets 
that are millions of 


miles (kilometers) away. 


The planet 


in this picture 


| Saturn | 
is called Saturn. ————— 


Probes are machines 


that explore space 


on their own. 
They do not carry 


astronauts. 


Space probes visit planets 


that are very far away. 
They take pictures 
and send them back 


to scientists on Earth. 
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A space probe carried 


this tiny rover 
to a planet called Mars. 
The rover explored Mars 


and studied the rocks. 
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Some people think 
there might be 

life on Mars. 

One day, scientists 


will know for sure! 
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Some astronauts Fabia 


stay in space 
for months 


and months. 


The space station 
becomes their home. 
They do experiments 
and learn about ee 
) living in space. eAtier 
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Imagine eating 
and sleeping 
in a place 


where everything floats! 
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There are still so many secrets 
to discover. 
Scientists invent new rockets 


and spaceships all the time. 


There are even plans 


to build a space hotel. 


Who knows? 
One day you might go 


on vacation in space! 7 nt 
bh -. 
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Astronaut 

a person trained to 
travel in a spaceship 
and to work in space. 


Mars 

the fourth planet 
from the Sun looks 
a red color. 


Rocket 


a vehicle with 
a rocket engine that 
can travel through space. 


Satellite 
a man-made space object 
that goes around Earth, 


sending back information. 


Saturn 

the sixth planet from 
the Sun has seven thin 
rings of ice around it. 
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Blast off! Learn about the 
powerful machines that carry 
people and satellites into space. 


DK READERS 


Stunning photographs combine with lively illustrations and 
engaging, age-appropriate stories in DK READERS, a multilevel 
reading program guaranteed to capture children’s interest 
while developing their reading skills and general knowledge. 


Learnin g * High-frequency words 

© Picture word strips, picture glossary, and simple index 
to read © Labels to introduce and reinforce vocabulary 
© High level of adult participation helpful 


Tee ® Simple sentences and limited vocabulary 
Beginning ® Picture glossary and simple index 


to read ® Adult participation helpful 


FESR @ Longer sentences and increased vocabulary 
Beginning aration ate 
@ Information boxes full of extra fun facts 
to read alone  ¢ simpie indes 
@ Occasional adult participation helpful 


Readi ng ® More complex sentence structure 
@ Information bows and alphabetical glossary 
alone @ Comprehensive index 


Proficient @ Rich vocabulary and challenging sentence structure 
@ Additional information and alphabetical glossary 
© Comprehensive index 


readers 


With DK READERS, children 


will learn to read—then read to learn! 
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